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Newsletter 13th January 2023 
 
Dear parents and carers 
  
I hope you had a positive Christmas break and managed 
to spend some quality family time over the holiday.  We 
have enjoyed welcoming the children back to school for 
the spring term – we have lots of exciting learning and 
events planned for them. 
 
Hopefully you received an email earlier this week 
reminding you about the importance of good 
attendance.  If your child’s attendance is 90%, this 

equates to losing one half day every week of learning 
time.  This leads to significant gaps in their knowledge 
and skills, which can be challenging to fill, resulting in 
difficulties as they progress. 
 
If your child has a cold, headache, feels tired etc. please 
consider giving them a dose of Calpol and sending them 
in.   If they do not need to stay in bed then they can be 
in school learning.  In our experience, they often feel 
better once distracted and among friends.  If your child 
is struggling to come in to school for any reason, please 
let us know so we can support you.   
 
We aim for every child to be in school at least 97% of the 
time. With engaging learning experiences and good 
attendance, your child will be able to achieve their best. 
 
We look for to continuing to work in partnership with 
you in 2023. 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

 
 

 
 
Twitter  

 
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see 
more about life at Branfil. 
 

 
 
 

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER 
 

 
Vision for 2021-2026 

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we 
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values 

and make a positive contribution to the world. 
 

Adults and children feel valued and love learning 
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal 
success through being happy, safe and confident 

learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks, 
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term is ASPIRE.  
 

In our learning community we aim high, keep learning 
and developing 

 

 

 
Excellence of the Arts 
 
This week’s excellence in the 
Arts award goes to Minnie in 
Year 4 for her piece inspired 
by "Fauvism".  
 
This is a style of art, 
characterised by its bold colours and textured 
brushwork. We were most impressed with Minnie's use 
of shading and think that she has captured the style of 
Fauvism perfectly.  A really beautiful piece, well done, 
Mrs Tolan. 
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Water Bottles 

On 25th November, the following was on the newsletter:  

“Air Up bottles are not suitable for use in school.” 

However, we have noticed that many children have 
brought Air Up bottles in to school this term. These are 
very expensive water bottles that may get lost or 
damaged while in school, causing distress to the child. 
We therefore ask that you send your child in with a 
water bottle that is clearly named (with name and class), 
transparent, reusable and can be easily replaced when 
necessary. 

A few parents have asked why metal bottles are not 
allowed. This decision was made for two practical 
reasons. Firstly, the contents cannot be seen in a metal 
bottle, whereas they can in clear plastic bottles, and we 
aim to ensure that children only drink plain water and do 
not have fizzy drinks and squashes. Secondly, the 
teachers report that the metal bottles make a lot of 
noise when being placed down or moved on the tables, 
or falling on to the floor, whereas plastic bottles are 
quieter. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Tikkers Children’s Watch  

Tikkers children’s watches are not 
suitable for use in school. For 
safeguarding reasons, children are 
only allowed to wear standard 
watches that do not have the ability to take photographs 
or film, and cannot be used to access the Internet. 
 
 
 
sQuid 

 

Please remember to regularly 

top up your sQuid account and 

keep it in credit. 

 
 

School Uniform 
 

Please remember to either put a label in 
your child’s uniform with their name in or 
write their name using a fabric or 
permanent marker.  All uniform that is 
named will be returned to your child’s 

class if it is found elsewhere.  Each class has a trug 
where the children should put their belongings if they 
take their jumpers/cardigans off.  This is also taken out 
to the playground at lunchtimes.  
 
 
Online Safety 
 
Finding games for children which are appropriate for 
their age, which work on the devices the children use 
and the children will actually enjoy playing can be a 
minefield, particularly when parents are being 
bombarded with the 'but everyone else is playing this 
game' guilt trip. Game Finder is a new (free) service 
available from Taming Gaming which walks parents 
through various aspects, such as how old is your child? 
What devices do they have? What types of games do 
they like to play? And then gives a list of 
recommendations of suitable games. I've used this a few 
times and it is brilliant, you can find Game Finder  HERE. 
Mrs Evans 
 
Free Legal Advice Service 
 
Please find attached a leaflet related to this at the end of 
the newsletter. The areas of law covered are Debt & 
income maximisation, Welfare Benefits, Housing, Family 
Law and Employment. 
 
Building trade parents 
 
From time to time, we are in need of builders to do some 
work at school, usually externally. This might involve 
concreting an area, installing a bike shelter, extending a 
sandpit or more. 
 
If this is something that you might be able to help us with 
and give us a quote for, please get in touch. We are 
finding that many builders are very busy at the moment 
and, in some cases, charge high prices for their work. 
 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=37cbf5a99b&e=c9fe7c25cd
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Contacting the school 

Please be aware that if you contact the 
teachers during the school day they 
cannot be expected to read and respond 
to your email since they will be 
teaching.   The teachers may check their 

emails during their lunch break, however, this is not a 
school expectation and they will not always have time to 
reply.   

If you are emailing anything to do with attendance, e.g. 
illness or appointments, this must be sent 
to attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

If you are emailing regarding a different collection 
time or arrangement, only let the teachers know if you 
are able to inform them before 8am on the day.  After 
this time, please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk. 
Please note, if the person collecting your child is on the 
pickup list you do not need to inform the school since 
they will be released to anyone on this list.  

 

Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed 

and you think you may be eligible for 

Free School Meals please see the link 

below to apply.  If your child is in R or 

KS1, you do not currently pay for school 

meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if 

you apply for free school meals.  If your child is in KS2, 

you would save a significant amount of money if your 

child is entitled to free school meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and 
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off 
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the 
school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details 
 
 

 

Absent from School 

 

Please remember to contact the school when your child 

is absent on a daily basis.  You can either email: 

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 

school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish 

to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s name, 

class and reason for absence.  Please do not just say your 

child is unwell as we need to record a reason.   If you 

wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold 

on the line and your call will be answered.     

 
Attendance Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Appointments should be made outside of school 
hours.  If it is not possible to arrange a medical 
appointment, including doctors, dentist, opticians 
or hospital appointments, outside the school day, 
please send a copy of your appointment by text or 
email to:  

 attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.  

This is necessary in order for the absence to be 
authorised.  Please email in advance of the 
appointment to ensure that the teacher is aware 
and your child/children are sent to the office ready 
for you to collect. 

 

 

mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:office@branfil.havering.sch.uk
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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09.01.2023 – 13.01.2023 
 
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Aspen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13th January 2023  
 
Jessica - Fir 
Harry and Felix - Ash 
Rose - Elm 
Lewis - 1 Pine 
Jaxson - 1 Lime 
Charlotte - 1 Willow 
Jayden - 2 Cedar 
Jack - 2 Beech 
Alfred - 2 Holly 
Charles - 3 Hazel 
Alex - 3 Oak 
Mason – 3 Maple 
Mabel - 4 Birch 
Eva - 4 Rowan 
Lydia - 4 Larch 
Katie-Scarlett - 5 Alder 
Ava-Rose - 5 Aspen 
Tilly - 5 Hawthorn 
Aadit - 6 Hornbeam 
Jack - 6 Acacia 
Lucy - 6 Chestnut  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Isla, Oliver, Amelia, Evie, Jack, 
Elizabeth, Ronnie, Alexandre, Toby, 
Isabella, Nonso, Jack, Jesica, Bleu, 
Isaac, Pearls, Jaxson, Louie, Rhylee, 
Rosy, Avianna, Lucie, Nikita, 
Antonio, Rupert and Jamie. 
 
 
 
Contact with teachers 
 
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their 
child’s class teacher by using the following emails: 
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk 
  

mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tuesday, 17th January 2023 Reception Parents Phonic Workshops 9-10am & 2-3pm 

Thursday, 19th January 2023 Young Voices concert at the O2 for the choir 

Thursday, 19th January 2023 Financial Skills for Life – Making Wise Choices – The Expedition  - 
Year 3 

Thursday, 19th January 2023 Rescheduled Year 6 Boys and Girls Football League (invitation only) 

Monday, 23rd January 2023 Years 3/4 Racket Pack Festival (invitation only) 

Thursday, 26th January 2023 KS1 (Year 1 & Year 2) Parents Phonic Workshops 9-10am & 2-3pm 

Thursday, 26th  January 2023 Financial Skills for Life – The Lost Purse – Yr4 

Thursday, 26th January 2023 Year 6 Tag Rugby (invitation only) 

Monday, 30th January 2023 Young Shakespeare Company for Year 5 and Year 6 

Thursday, 2nd February 2023 Year 1 visit to Valence House Museum 

Thursday, 2nd February 2023 Financial Skills for Life – Going Digital – Year5 

W/b Monday, 6th February 2023 Children’s Mental Health Week 

Monday, 6th February 2023 Online Safety Workshops 

Monday, 6th February 2023 The 2 Johns Online Safety Parental Workshop (via Zoom)  – 8pm 

Tuesday, 7th February 2023 Internet Safety Day 

Thursday, 9th February 2023 Financial Skills for Life – World of Work– Year6 

Friday, 10th February 2023 Ancient Greek Adventure Show – Year 5 

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023 HALF TERM 

Wednesday, 22nd February 2023 Years 3/4 Sportshall Athletics (invitation only) 

Thursday, 2nd March 2023 World Book Day 

Friday, 17th March 2023 Red Nose Day 

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023 EASTER BREAK 

Monday, 17th April 2023 INSET DAY 

Monday, 8th May 2023 BANK HOLIDAY FOR THE KING’S CORONATION 

Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023 HALF TERM 

Wednesday, 7th June 2023 Whole Class Photos 

Friday, 21st July 2023 Children break up for the summer holiday 
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Parents/carers can save money by switching their child from packed lunch 
 to free school meals 

 

Did you know that regardless of benefits or household earnings your child will be able to receive free school meals if they 
are in reception, year 1 or year 2? Switching your child from packed lunch to free school meals can benefit you in a variety 
of ways. 
 
It provides a helping hand as the cost of living skyrockets 
 
To prepare a packed lunch that is equivalent to a school meal in terms of nutritional value will cost on average £2.25 per 
day and with the anticipated price increases due to rising food inflation this price will quickly start to rise. 
 
Our menus run on a three-week menu cycle so that a child does not get bored of eating the same meal daily. It would be 
difficult and expensive to replicate this with a packed lunch. 
 
It gives children the nutrients they need to grow and develop 
 
A number of studies have shown that the majority of packed lunches fail to meet the school food standards and that it is 
far easier for a child to get the nutrients they need from a school lunch. In fact, the “School Food Plan” reported 
that only 1% of packed lunches meet the nutritional standards applied to school meals. 

Our school lunches are provided by our own in-house school meals service HES Catering who ensures that all of our 
school lunches served exceed national nutritional standards (School Food Plan). So you can be confident that your child 
is having a balanced meal. 
 
We only use high quality ingredients 
 
Our commitment to using high quality ingredients enable us to work closely with our suppliers ensuring the ingredients we 
use in our dishes are fresh, locally sourced, and sustainable. Your child will get a healthy, balanced meal every day with 
different options to suit every dietary needs. 

Find out if you're eligible and apply to free school meals here. 

  

https://haveringcatering.co.uk/
https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20006/schools_and_education/431/school_support
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